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Hi, this is XXXXXXX. I’m here to tell you about the great enhancements now available in ColdFusion MX 6.1, previously code-named “Red Sky.” 6.1 is a free maintenance release for users of ColdFusion MX, and it’s a must-have upgrade for users of ColdFusion 5 and ColdFusion 4.5.

Let’s take a look at some of the exciting enhancements in version 6.1.

Introducing ColdFusion MX 6.1

ColdFusion MX 6.1 builds on the powerful enhancements introduced with ColdFusion MX and enhances the platform in several ways. 

<First Click>

First, we’ve simplified ColdFusion. We’ve streamlined the product family, so it’s easier to get the features you need. And we’ve enhanced the installation and migration process so you can get up and running more quickly. Lastly, we’ve updated our platform support so you can take advantage of the latest operating system updates.

<Second Click>

Second, we’ve made some key enhancements to the CFML language and the ColdFusion runtime, making this the most powerful release of ColdFusion ever. ColdFusion MX Enterprise now includes a full version of Macromedia JRun and the ability to deploy ColdFusion as a J2EE application. One of the advantages this brings is that you can now deploy multiple instances of ColdFusion Enterprise on a single server.

We’ve also enhanced ColdFusion’s protocol integation, giving you greater flexibility and performance with mail, web services, and HTTP. 

<Third Click>

Third, we’ve delivered a significant performance increase for ColdFusion, both in production and during the development. With a 10 times increase in compilation speed, your developers will be more productive and with dramatic increases in runtime performance you can increase the capacity of your production environment as well as get better response times.

Let’s take a closer look at each of these areas in more detail.

Simple: Streamlined Product Family

With the release of ColdFusion MX 6.1, Macromedia has simplified the ColdFusion product family to make it easier for you to choose the server that’s right for your applications. In addition to all of the features previously in ColdFusion MX Enterprise, it now includes everything you need to build and deploy advanced web applications on the J2EE platform, including a full copy of JRun 4, Macromedia’s J2EE-certified Java application server, and the ability to deploy your applications on third-party J2EE servers such as IBM WebSphere, BEA WebLogic, or Sun ONE. ColdFusion MX Enterprise is available for $5999 per 2 CPUs.

We also continue to offer an entry-level server for basic web applications. Previously known as ColdFusion Professional, ColdFusion MX Standard provides full access to the CFML language, support for Windows and Linux, and a basic set of database drivers. It’s a great way to get started with ColdFusion development or to deploy small and medium-size applications. ColdFusion MX Standard is available for $1299 per server.

Now that we’ve covered the changes to the overall ColdFusion family, let’s take a look at some of the enhancements we’ve made to the product itself.

Simple: Updated Platform Support

ColdFusion MX 6.1 now delivers support for the latest operating system releases, including: 

· Windows 2003 and IIS

· Red Hat Linux 7.3, 8, and 9

· SuSE (pronounced sue-seh) 8

· Solaris 9

As a result of these updates, you can easily take advantage of the latest operating system enhancements and deploy your applications on the most solid release of ColdFusion yet.

Simple:  Easier Installation and Migration

In 6.1, we’ve also made it easier for customers to get started with ColdFusion MX. A redesigned cross-platform installer and improved web server configuration tools make it far more straightforward to configure ColdFusion according to your specific needs. For instance, you can now use the point and click wizard to configure ColdFusion with multihomed web servers. 

And if you run into any problems, or just have a question, you can get expert assistance quickly with unlimited, high-quality installation support. Get answers to your specific technical questions from our worldwide staff of knowledgeable product support engineers, so you can begin building powerful web applications today.

<First click>

We’ve also made it easier for customers to migrate their existing applications from previous versions of ColdFusion. Improved upgrade and migration tools make it easier to import your settings and datasources from existing servers. And we’ve addressed a number of backward compatibility issues. For instance, ColdFusion’s protocol tags now more closely match the behavior of previous releases. We’ve also updated the database drivers to include Unicode data support for Microsoft Access, making it far easier to use ColdFusion MX for multilingual applications. Lastly, we’ve improved integration with Microsoft COM so that it’s faster and more reliable.

These are just a few examples. We’ve addressed dozens of common migration concerns that have been raised by customers, making it far easier to move your existing applications into the ColdFusion environment and start taking advantage of its powerful new features.

Solid: Industrial-Strength Email Integration

In addition to making it easier to use, we’ve also added several key enhancements to ColdFusion. One of the most significant is in email integration. It’s always been easy to send dynamically generated email from ColdFusion, but in 6.1 we’ve made it easier to build more advanced email applications and deliver much higher performance and reliability. 

For developers, we’ve added built-in support for multipart messages, so you can easily send and retrieve messages in HTML or plain text format. And for more advanced users, we’ve opened up the language to provide fine-grained control over all of the message attributes, including the default encoding method used for all outgoing email messages.

The server also has new capabilities that will please administrators. With new multithreaded delivery in ColdFusion Enterprise, a dual-processor machine can now deliver more than 1 million dynamically generated emails per hour. In addition, the server can automatically fail over to a back-up mail server if the primary server is not available. 

Lastly, we’ve beefed up security for CFMAIL. Now, you can integrate with mail servers that require username and password authentication, either by setting a global logon in the administrator or on an application-by-application basis by specifying the logon in the CFMAIL tag.

As a result of these enhancements, ColdFusion MX is ready to handle your most advanced mail-enabled applications.

Solid: Enhanced Protocol Integration

In addition to improved email integration, we’ve also enhanced integration with other Internet protocols. For instance, the ColdFusion web services engine has been updated to the latest release of the Apache Axis engine, providing increased performance and greater interoperability with web services built with Microsoft’s .NET framework. ColdFusion web services also now provide more complete support for SSL and proxy servers, enabling you to work with web services in a more secure environment.

<Click>

We’ve also enhanced ColdFusion’s HTTP integration, enabling you to better integrate with remote web servers or work with custom HTTP protocols such as XML-RPC. CFHTTP now provides full access to both header and body content, and you can now use all of the HTTP 1.1 operations in ColdFusion. Lastly, we’ve expanded our support for proxy servers and request time outs, allowing you to more closely control the latency allowed within your applications.

Solid:  Multiple Server Instances

As we’ve already discussed, the J2EE capabilities of ColdFusion MX are now included in ColdFusion MX Enterprise. This means you can configure multiple instances of ColdFusion on the same server. As a result, you can increase application availability without having to add additional hardware.

Running multiple instances of ColdFusion gives you the ability to isolate applications in their own server process. If one application goes down, it won’t affect other applications running on the same server. You can also create multiple instances of the same applications and use your application server’s clustering to balance requests across those instances.

Support for multiple instances also gives administrators greater flexibility and security. Each instance of ColdFusion has its own server administrator, so users only have access to the applications they’re authorized to work on. In addition, you can tune each instance individually, adjusting simultaneous requests, session management, custom tag paths, and other settings without having to worry about their effect on other applications that are running on the same server.

As you can see, the new capabilities now included in ColdFusion MX Enterprise make it a powerful solution for applications built in ColdFusion, providing greater reliability, flexibility and security than ColdFusion Standard.

Solid: Additional Enhancements

In addition to the major changes we’ve already discussed, there are dozens of smaller enhancements in 6.1, many of them made in direct response to customer requests. 

For instance, with “super” support in ColdFusion components, you can more fully take advantage of object-oriented designs in your applications. Also, simplified double-byte character encoding and a new UNICODE-capable Access driver make it easier to build multi-lingual applications in ColdFusion.

Other important changes include tighter integration between CFLOGIN and ColdFusion sessions, key enhancements to LiveDocs, the online ColdFusion documentation system, as well as fixes for over 400 other customer-identified issues. 

As you can see, ColdFusion MX 6.1 delivers numerous improvements in features and usability, providing customers with a solid environment on which to build and deploy their applications.

Fast: Performance and Stability

Now let’s look at some of the performance enhancements made in this release.

The first thing you’ll notice about 6.1 is the changes in the CFML compiler. The ColdFusion compiler’s job is to convert CFML source code into Java bytecode. In release 6.1, we’ve dramatically increased compilation speed – by compiling CFML directly into Java bytecode without producing any Java source code. The result is a 10-fold increase in compiler performance, and a much better development experience, making it easier to build and debug applications without having to wait for pages to recompile.

In addition to the compiler enhancements, we’ve also dramatically increased performance in production. The original move to a Java-based architecture provided some significant performance enhancements for ColdFusion. However, with this release we’ve provided an even more significant boost by optimizing the most commonly used ColdFusion tags and further tuning ColdFusion’s runtime services. 

The result is a dramatic increase in server performance under load. In internal benchmarks, ColdFusion MX 6.1 performed more than two and half times faster than ColdFusion 5. Even if you’re moving from an existing ColdFusion MX server, you should expect to see a significant gain in performance and throughput with release 6.1. 

In addition to internal tuning, we’ve also upgraded the bundled JDBC drivers to incorporate the latest enhancements as well as moved to a faster, more reliable version of the Java virtual machine. 

As a result of these enhancements, your servers can now deliver faster response times as well as handle a larger load than any previous release of ColdFusion.

Live on ColdFusion MX 6.1

During the development of ColdFusion MX 6.1, we tested against our internal library of over 1 million lines of CFML code taken from real-world applications to ensure this release provided the utmost in performance and backwards compatibility.

Throughout the beta cycles, we also worked closely with a number of key customers to guarantee this release met their high standards for real-world production environments. 

Now that ColdFusion is available, they’ve moved quickly to roll this update into production and are already benefiting from the additional performance and feature enhancements. 

Among the many applications now live on ColdFusion MX 6.1 is Macromedia’s own web site, one of the most highly trafficked on the Internet.

ColdFusion MX 6.1 Editions

To recap, ColdFusion MX 6.1 is available immediately. With a streamlined product family, it’s easy to decide on the best server for your needs. 

For advanced applications, or for sites that need high performance and reliability, ColdFusion MX Enterprise is our premier solution. And it now includes support for multiple ColdFusion instances, deployment on other app servers, high performance email integration, and a full copy of Macromedia JRun for use with ColdFusion MX.

For basic web development, ColdFusion MX Standard provides full support for the CFML language on Windows and Linux as well as a basic set of database drivers. 

Upgrading to ColdFusion MX 6.1

So what are your next steps? If you already own ColdFusion MX, the upgrade to 6.1 is free. Just download the update by following the URL on your screen.

If you haven’t yet upgraded to ColdFusion MX, release 6.1 gives you even more reasons to migrate your applications to the fastest, most powerful release of ColdFusion yet. If you upgrade today, you can start saving even more time on your development as well as increase the capacity of your servers.

Lastly, if you’re new to ColdFusion, I encourage you to download a free trial version from the Macromedia web site. Follow the installation instructions and you can start building web and Internet applications faster than ever before.

Thanks for taking the time to learn more about ColdFusion MX 6.1, the latest release of Macromedia’s leading rapid server scripting environment.

ColdFusion MX 6.1 Now Available
 

Overview:
This morning  Macromedia announced the immediate availability of ColdFusion MX 6.1. This new release is the result of amazing work from the ColdFusion team to listen and respond to our customers' requests. The end product is what many beta customers, partners and ColdFusion experts are calling the best release of ColdFusion ever built.  
 

Key Facts in ColdFusion MX 6.1:
· Version 6.1 is a free upgrade for ColdFusion MX customers only 
· ColdFusion MX 6.1 is a paid upgrade for ColdFusion 5 and 4.5 customers 
· ColdFusion MX 6.1 is available in 2 editions - Standard (US$1299) or Enterprise (US$5999  per 2 CPUs ) 
· JRun is now included in ColdFusion MX Enterprise 6.1  
· Upgrade, Education, Government and Volume pricing is available for both editions 
 

Top Selling Points:
· ColdFusion MX 6.1 is 2.5 times faster than ColdFusion 5 and nearly 20 times faster than ColdFusion 4.5  
· ColdFusion MX Enterprise 6.1 allows users to increase reliability with support for multiple instances   
· The Enterprise edition now includes a bundled version of JRun 4 
· Version 6.1 makes migrating from previous releases easier with increased backward compatibility and simplified installation 
· ColdFusion MX 6.1 adds key enhancements to email integration, HTTP integration, and web services 
 

 

For More Information:
· FAQ - http://www.macromedia.com/software/coldfusion/productinfo/faq/cfmx61/ 
· Customer URLs: 
· ColdFusion MX 6.1 Press Release: http://www.macromedia.com/software/coldfusion/productinfo/news/ 
· ColdFusion MX 6.1 Product Pages: http://www.macromedia.com/software/coldfusion 
· What's New in ColdFusion MX 6.1 Breeze Presentation: http://www.macromedia.com/software/coldfusion/productinfo/features/whats_new/ 
· ColdFusion MX 6.1 Upgrade Guide: http://www.macromedia.com/software/coldfusion/productinfo/upgrade/ 
· ColdFusion MX 6.1 Downloads: http://www.macromedia.com/software/coldfusion/downloads/ 
· ColdFusion MX 6.1 on the Macromedia Online Store: http://www.macromedia.com/software/coldfusion/buy  
· ColdFusion MX 6.1 Developer Center articles: http://www.macromedia.com/devnet/mx/coldfusion
